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ocratic hosts in an almost unbroken
ruccession of triumphs. 1lisabilities
a8 & pelitician were of the very first
order. With a kuowledge of consti-
tutional law scarcely infurior to that
of Webster, and with the entire po-
litical history of the country at hie
Ningers’ ond, he was a debater of ex-
ceptional powers, .and posscssed a
strength of will and tenacity of pur-
pose which well fitted him for the
task of directing the turbulent move-
ments of a party grown insoleut in
the long exercise of undisputed av-
thority. That he would have been
wrinmphantly: elected President but
tor the mad bolt at Charleston, there
is no room to doubt 3 and as it is, the
campaign he conducted will always
vemnin & glorious monument to the
uiiconquerabla strength of the man.
HMis life was the forfeit of his over-
throw, and in his untimely grave
were baried apparently forever the
‘glory and dominion of the great
party he had led. The party was
left, itis truo, and with its forces
scarcely diminished, but scattered by
the terrific blasts of civil commeotion;
. anidl where was the hero to marshal
anew [ts strength for fresh struzgles
and fresh victorics? The first terri-
hle lessons of civil war had sobered
the country, and in 1862 the Demo-
cratic party in a great measure reas-
sericd its wonted snpremacy in the
great statcs of New York. Peunsylva-
ria, Ohio and Indiana. Theclections
for that vesr in all of these states
warc adverse to the lawless faction
thenin powor, and it looked as if the
country was to be rescaed from its
destroying clutches. Bat alas! no
teader came fofward equal to the
emergency, ue man was fonnd able
to use the tool ready farnished to his
hand. The grand opportunity was
® frittered away in New York by the
temporizing policy of oratio Sey-
mour, who, learned, elogquent and
plausible, and a skillfal enough lea-
der in ordivary times, was utterly
helpless when brought face to face
with the mementous political crisis
of '§2. As governor of New Yerk, it
wan in his power, had he been made
of the proper stufl, to have put an

organize under a different name and
new leaders. We unhesitatingly pre-
nounce for the formcr course. Dut
who will lead us? We can name
him. Hoe is one of the fow consistent
Democrats who have persistently ro-
fused to bow the knee to the Radical
Baal. 1le is the foremost man In po-
litleal knowledge in the country, and
no stateaman since Jefferson has been
so thoroughly permeated with the
truc Ideas which lio at the foundation
of this government. Ile believes
that he has a mission commlittod to
him, viz., to prevent the complete
absorption by Federal usarpations
of the sacred rights of local self-gov-
ernment. He bas tho respect and
confidence net only of his country-
men but of forelgners as well. Asa
political leader, he deserves to be
ranked with Gladstone in England,
and Thiers in France. We refer to
Alexauder II. Stevens, ex-Yice I'reai-
dent of the Conffderacy and the lead-
ing American of his time.
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